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THE PAVEMENTS OF ROME FOR THE PEOPLE 
OF ROME 

The brief for the Centocelle Park Ideas Competition asked for a 
large new park on the southern outskirts of Rome. Our proposal 
sought to problematize the for7iml and the poliricul registers of the 
challenge: organizational strategies for the fragmented peripheries 
of old cities. Rather than risk further reifying the marginality of the 
site - by either celebrating its genius loci or reducing it to a tabula 
rasa- we lookedfor a common ground, one that would pull together 
il centro srorico and la cirrh rzuova and give the project both a local 
and a metropolitan identity. 
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The project develops its strategy of bespoke urbanism out of 
whole cloth. The pavements of Rome are the literal and the 
conceptual ground of our proposal. The material and affective 
registers of Roman paving are used to reinvest the abandoned site 
and its surface remains with the gravity of Roman public space. 

Rather than developing a composition by juxtaposing abstract 
elements, the project takes the composition found within a local 
pattern through recursive amplifications. A fragment of the paving 
pattern from Santa Maria in Trastevere, scaled to the site and to 
Roman public spaces, is put to work as compositional and program- 
matic code, as factural protocol, and as a marker of past and future 
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