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THE PAVEMENTS OF ROME FOR THE PEOPLE
OF ROME

The brief for the Centocelle Park Ideas Competition asked for a
large new park on the southern outskirts of Rome. Our proposal
sought to problematize the forinal and the political registers of the
challenge: organizational strategies for the fragmented peripheries
of old cities. Rather than risk further reifying the marginality of the
site — by either celebrating its genius loci or reducing it to a tabula
rasa— we looked for acommon ground, one that would pull together
il centro storico and la citta nuova and give the project both a local
and a metropolitan identity.

Pavimenti
Romani
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The project develops its strategy of bespoke urbanism out of
whole cloth. The pavements of Rome are the literal and the
conceptual ground of our proposal. The material and affective
registers of Roman paving are used to reinvest the abandoned site
and its surface remains with the gravity of Roman public space.

Rather than developing a composition by juxtaposing abstract
elements, the project takes the composition found within a local
pattern through recursive amplifications. A fragment of the paving
pattern from Santa Maria in Trastevere, scaled to the site and to
Roman public spaces, is put to work as compositional and program-
matic code, as factural protocol, and as a marker of past and future
occupation.
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IL CENTRO STORICO
LA CITTA NUOVA

New Orqganizational Strategies For The
Periphery Of An Old City.

THE PAVEMENTS OF ROME FOR THE
PECOPLE OF ROME

Tre pavernents of Rome are the literal and
corceptual ground of the Centoceiie Park
Proect. The matenal and alfective registers
of Roman paving are used 10 reinvest the
anandeoed site and its suace remains wath
the gravity of Poman public space

SCALING OPERATIONS:

From ihe Center 10 the Periphecy.

From FPavement Pattern to Urban Fabrc.
From Surface te Volume,

From Mineral to Vegetal

ROMAN PATTERN

A fragreert of the paving patiem from Santa
Maria in Trastevers, scaled fo the site and
in refation to Roman public spaces from the
centio storico, 1s put 1o work as
compesitional and programmatic code, as a
factural profocol, and as a macker of past
and tuture cecupation.

THE COMPETITION BRIEF

{ ¢ Park Keas
C P";[:Ei!tl sqert for 8 ngw PArk on
the south stskitts of The ste
§ere:1 18 & geographicaily lngushed
{ess SCILb surrcunden b
rm postwar housing biecks and
orking-ciass neigiborhoods.

ne archeciogical remains of twe Boman
wilas under excavabon, the remaing of the
tarmac and hangar buidings from Bome's
first avtield, and the earhworks of a

rneteenth-century fort give the site a
h;storstai and cultural valency.

Mare recently. a sunstantial quadrant of the
site was taken over by e military o builg a
residential complex. This walled-off base
leaves the park with an ell-shaped parcel
and abrup! twenty-foct lugh walls

Tne program askec o1 an urban park with
diverse cultural, bctanical. recreational, and
SPONS Components,

It calied for an rtegration of the existing
archeslogical remains into the activities ¢f
the park and emphasized the impotance of
rearticulating the perimeter of the park

The triet asked for a system that would
allow ior multiple, and open-ended,
buslding, planting, and chasng sirategies
for a park that could grow in stages

GROUND WORK

nd prcgfa;rama >
The ‘patterr” provides the

ystems, 1©
of ,he mmccs anc the
extrusion u’f > programmabie spaces

COMPOSITION

The compasition 5 boin systemic and
fhigural. From scale to scale it shifts
registers. movirg between object and
infrastructure. {rom the architeciure of
curbs, tbfecmids, walls, and jonts, 10 the
geography of the oity, its housing projects.
ard #s rronmems

SECTION

The proect follows the existing grade as
the elements of the patters - a1 the scale
ot the sife -- can easdy sccommodate
¢hanges it ssclion through slippage,
shearing, and segmentation For instance,
the raised fieids alongmide the base fake
advantage of the central plateau, while the
scatoped parterres negotiate the change
in grade

CIVIC IDENTITY

The proposal ammes at both a lecat and a
melropclitan idenlity. The pattern inflects at
the perimeter {¢ accommadate focat social
and spatial conditions. Yet ifs significant

chatactenstics speak 1o the history and civic

iectity of the Comure di Roma.

PROGRAMMED SPACES

Along the perimeler of the pak, Diso-
shaped Plazas ard Clrevlar Allées
eéstablish a Homan scale to the aﬂcﬁd
hng‘wwa /S ang pr ’*a the neighbo
across from therr with public 100
owre. To the gast they Open 1o Views
campagna.

b? the

The Planted Rings within the Circular Alldes
are eoaled i the Pantheon and are planted
with rows of iow hedges and Howering
shiubs. The Disc-shaped Flazas. scaied to
the Coipsseo, can either be paved of ielt as
meadew, ang can be used for a range of
organised and informai activites.

As one moves down the gently curving
grass waiks between the Serperine Walts
nto the intenor of the park, the space opens
up dramatically against the enclosed military
base and the sighl-storey wall of housing
aiong the southem edge.

The Serpentine Garden Waik are lomed by
tow walls within which a vanety of outdoor
rooms provide spaces for a range of uses.
The spaces within the walls are formed by
walls. trees, planted gardens, and sheds,
located according to difterent infifl patterns.

A Phnth, edged with Terraced Parterres,
wraps the military base. Upon this raised
ground are sports fields, a ong poct, and
the pamary archeolegical sites,

Parking Qrchards
he Plinth ang the w,

he spaces belween
all of the mulitary base.
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